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Knittel, Janette

From: Kizz Prusia <kprusia@triangleassociates.com>
Sent: Wednesday, November 27, 2019 4:32 PM
Cc: Hale, Elly; Congdon, Julie; Annie Kilburg
Subject: Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) November 13 Tribes, Trustees, and Community Meeting Follow-

up 
Attachments: 2019-FINAL-VERSION-presentation-for-Nov-13-2019-Stakeholders-Meeting-v.11-25-19.pdf; 

Ecology_Sites_Updates_Nov-11-2019-003.pdf; KC demand letter Q2-Q4-2017 and all 2018 FINAL_
20191105.pdf

Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) Cleanup Tribes, Trustees, and 
Community Meeting 

 
Lower Duwamish Waterway Tribes, Trustees, and Community (TTC) members,  
 
At the November 13 Lower Duwamish Waterway (LDW) Tribes, Trustees, and Community (TTC) meeting participants 
discussed technical updates regarding the design of the upper reach of the LDW, the Institutional Controls (IC) Program, 
source control, the US Environmental Protection Agency and WA Department of Ecology's community involvement 
efforts, and DRCC/TAG activities.  
 
Please see attached for the presentation slides shared during the morning Stakeholders meeting and discussed at the 
TTC meeting. A meeting summary of the TTC meeting is currently being developed.  
 
Additionally, at the bottom of this email, I have included a message from Bo Li (Ecology) regarding two water quality 
questions from the TTC meeting.  
 
Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions.  
 
Thank you 
 
Kizz 
 
 
Message from Bo Li: 
 
Hi TTC members,  
 
This information is a follow up to your questions about 2 different water quality topics at the recent TTC meeting.  
 
You asked about the recent Combined Sewer overflow (CSO)‐related penalty to King County. The penalty letter is 
attached for your reference. Two of the listed violations are related to discharges to the Duwamish River. Neither are 
cause for concern related to the progress of Lower Duwamish Waterway source control. 

1. The MLK/Henderson CSO treatment plant discharges through the Norfolk Outfall (located on the east bank of 

the LDW north of the S 102nd St. bridge). King County’s water quality permit requires the treatment plant to 

remove over 50% of Total Suspended Solids (TSS) on an annual average basis. In 2017, its annual average 

removal efficiency for TSS was 45.5%.  
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2. The “exacerbated” CSO from the Hanford outfall (located on the east bank of the East Waterway at the north 

end of Terminal 25) discharged into the East Waterway. An “exacerbated” CSO is a CSO discharge that lasted 

longer than it should have because of mechanical or electrical problems with the equipment that regulates the 

overflow. In this case, a storm that started on 12/29/2017 resulted in 57.3 million gallons of CSO discharge from 

the outfall between the morning of the 29th and the evening of the 30th. This discharge complied with the 

conditions in King County’s permit. After the effects of the storm passed, a failure in the regulator gate for the 

outfall allowed an additional 5.5 million gallons of combined sewage that should have been conveyed to West 

Point for treatment to discharge untreated between the evening of the 30th and the afternoon of January 1, 

2018. This incident is more of operational concern rather than a water quality concern. It means their control 

system was not working properly, which is a permit violation. 

Your interest and questions about CSOs suggest that this is a topic that would be worth providing a thorough status 
update to you and other LDW stakeholders. Ecology will plan to do this at the next LDW stakeholder meeting. In the 
meantime, if you have specific questions about the CSO permit, you can contact Shawn McKone at (425)649‐7037 or 
email him at shawn.mckone@ecy.wa.gov. He is our permit manager for CSO permit and our regional CSO expert.  
 
You also asked about a September sewage spill to the LDW’s Slip 6 near the Museum of Flight. The City of Seattle 
properly reported the incident under their Municipal Stormwater Permit and described the following: 

 On 9/19/2019, Seattle Public Utilities received a report of sewage in a stormwater ditch near the King County 

Airport. Their Spill Response team investigated immediately. Their response included pump & bypass, and 

containment, and taking a video of the sewer line to find the cause. They found that a piece of plywood was 

lodged in a sewer maintenance hole, causing the blockage. Once the plywood was removed, the spill of sewage 

into the ditch stopped. Seattle cleaned the ditch. They estimate that the total volume of sewage that entered 

the ditch at 320,000 gallons.  

Bo Li, Ph.D., P.E., LEED AP 
Environmental Engineer 
WA Department of Ecology NWRO 
(425)649‐7284 

 
 

 
 
Kizz Prusia (he/him) 
Project Associate II and Marketing Assistant  
Triangle Associates, Inc. 
811 1st Ave, Ste. 255 
Seattle, WA 98104 
(206) 583‐0655 ext 138 
www.triangleassociates.com  
A certified WBE Firm founded in 1979 
 



Lower Duwamish Waterway

Uplands Sites Update

November 13, 2019













Other Upland Sites Updates

• 8801 E Marginal Way

- Public comment 

completed. 

- 24 comments 

received, Ecology 

working through 

responses. 

- Final work plan 

pending.













Marc Isaacson, Director, King County Wastewater Treatment Division  
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Paragraph 65 of the Consent Decree allows the United States, the State, or both to seek stipulated 

penalties by sending a written demand to the County; and further provides that when a joint demand for 

stipulated penalties is made that the County shall pay 50% of the demanded amount to the United States 

and 50% to the State.  As a result of the 18 identified limit violations, one identified disinfection failure 

and one overflow pursuant to this letter, EPA and Ecology are jointly issuing a demand for payment of 

$105,500.  Accordingly, the County is required to pay $52,750 to EPA, and $52,750 to Ecology.  

Payment is due within thirty (30) days of the date this written demand is received by the County, see 

Paragraph 65 of the Consent Decree, and payment shall be made in accordance with Paragraphs 52 

and 53 of the Consent Decree, see Paragraph 67 of the Consent Decree. Please note that the payment 

to the United States is by Electronic Fund Transfer, and notice of such transfer as required by 

Paragraph 52 shall be sent to the following address: 

EPA Cincinnati Finance Office 
26 Martin Luther King Drive 
Cincinnati, OH 45268 

The notice that is sent to the above address shall include a copy of the electronic fund transfer 

authorization and a transmittal letter that states the payment is made for a civil penalty owed pursuant 

to the Consent Decree and shall reference the civil action number for this matter and the DOJ case 

number 90-5-1-1-10030. See Paragraph 52 of the Consent Decree. 

Consistent with Paragraph 53, payment to the State may be by check payable to “Department of 

Ecology” and mailed to: 

Department of Ecology  
Cashiering Unit 
P.O. Box 47611 
Olympia, WA 98504-7611 

Payment to the State must be accompanied by a transmittal letter that states the payment is for a civil 

penalty and owed pursuant to the Consent Decree and shall reference the civil action number for this 

matter.  See Paragraph 54 of the Consent Decree. 

In addition, the notices provided to the United States and State must also satisfy the notice requirement 

of Section XIII of the Consent Decree (Notices). 

For written notification or communication under Section XIII and Paragraph 85 of the Consent Decree, 

please use the following individuals:   

 For DOJ: 
 Chief, Environmental Enforcement Section   Kathryn C. Macdonald, Attorney 
 Environment & Natural Resources Division   U.S. Department of Justice 
 U.S. Department of Justice     P.O. Box 7611 
 P.O. Box 7611       Washington, D.C.  20044-7611 
 Washington, D.C.  20044-7611    kathryn.macdonald@usdoj.gov 
 Ph:  202.514.5271      Ph:  202.353.7397 
 Fax:  202.514.0097      Fax:  202.514.0097 
 
 For EPA: 

 Ted Yackulic       Rob Grandinetti 
 Assistant Regional Counsel     NPDES Compliance Officer 
 U.S. EPA, Region 10      U.S. EPA, Region 10 
 1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900 (ORC-158)   1200 6th Avenue, Suite 900 (OCE-133) 
 Seattle, WA  98101      Seattle, WA  98101 
 yackulic.ted@epa.gov      grandinetti.robert@epa.gov 
 Ph:  206.553.1218      Ph:  509.376.3748 
 Fax:  206.553.0163      Fax:  509.376.2396 
  

















Ecology’s Events and Activities

✹ Public Comment Periods:  Community Meetings











Upper Reach Remedial Design (AOC4)

RD work plan (Anchor)

Describes RD process, phasing, schedule, deliverables

◦ June draft reviewed

◦ Expect final by early December 2019

◦ LDWG.org web page will have final posted

Includes pre-design investigation (PDI) work plan (Windward)





PHASE I Pre-Design Investigation

Phase I field work in early 2020

QAPP due November 26 

◦ Details of field sampling and analytical methods

◦ Proposed locations of sampling, including samples to archive 

◦ Analysis of tiered sampled depends on primary sample results

◦ Phase 2 QAPP to fill data gaps following review of Phase I results





Example from PDI WP

Excerpt from Map 8 of PDI WP

Patchy sample distribution – RI, Early Action 
Areas, other data sources

Corps will dredge turning basin and some 
channel 

- no more data needed there

Black dots/circles - below RAL (action level)

Red and lavender - above RAL

Lavender: exceeds only for benzyl alcohol

Recent data suggest this RAL may not predict 
toxicity to benthic organisms.   

If benzyl alcohol alone exceeds the RAL, may 
“pass” benthic toxicity test. QAPP will propose 
tests to determine if active cleanup is 
required. 



Carbon Amendment Pilot Study (AOC2)













Video series:  

“Healthy 

Fishing in the 

Duwamish: 

Let’s Catch 

Salmon”











EPA’s Upland Sites:
Former Rhone Poulenc







EPA’s Early Action Areas:
Earle M. Jorgensen



Data from recent monitoring of the completed Early Actions 

▪ T117 data – first sediment monitoring since construction – 2019 (Year 4)

▪ Boeing Plant 2 data – Year 3 (2018) monitoring. Next is Year 5 (2020)

▪ Slip 4 data –Year 7 (2019) report due late November.  Next is Year 10 
(2022)

▪ Norfolk and Duwamish Diagonal CSOs – monitoring no longer required

EPA’s Early Action Areas:

T117,  Boeing Plant 2 (in-water work) Slip 4











Pacific Sound Resources:  

Five Year Review completed












